
PHENOM
Public Higher Education Network 

of Massachusetts

Leading the way toward the 

public higher education 

system Massachusetts 

deserves!



Join Us in Fighting for the               
Education System  
Massachusetts Deserves!





OUR STATEôS 

PRIORITIES 

ARE 

BACKWARD



Funding

¸ State spending per student fell 31% 

between 2001 and 2010.  

¸Only 4 states spend a smaller 

percentage of their state budget on 

higher education.

¸ In FY 2012, the state cut higher ed by 

another $70 million.



Funding

Massachusetts now spends about as 

much incarcerating its citizens as on its 

public colleges and universities.



Affordability

¸ As the state cuts, costs are shifted from the 
public to students and their families.  

¸ Average tuition and fees exceed the national 
average by 30% (4-year schools) and 52% 
(2-year schools)

¸ The average Massachusetts student 
graduates with $24,000 in debt.





Once upon a timeé.you could pay for UMass 
Amherst by working 10 hours/week at a 
minimum wage job.  Nowé
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PHENOMôs Race to the Median: Our goals 
is to get state support up to the national average and 
student costs down to the national average.



Access

¸ The entire increase in college enrollment the 

past few decades has come from higher-

income people.

¸ Children of undocumented immigrants pay 

out-of-state tuition rates and are ineligible for 

financial aid, making college a distant dream 

for many.





But We Have 

Power!



if we can awaken the 
Sleeping Giant: a half million students, 
parents, alumni, faculty and staff!



PHENOM

The first statewide organization to unite students, faculty, 

staff, alumni, parents and others from all the  public 

campuses and the community to voice the concerns of 

public higher education 

EDUCATION!

ADVOCACY!

ACTION!



PHENOMôS 5 PRINCIPLES

¸ Fund public higher education so it can serve the 

Commonwealth

¸ Make higher education affordable 

¸ Make higher education accessible to all

¸ Hire more teachers, researchers, and staff

¸ Honor and expand democratic institutions of governance for 

public higher education



Research and Education



Fighting for Legislation

PHENOM has mobilized statewide for bills that would

¸ Lower textbook costs

¸ Increase need-based financial aid

¸ Fund building projects on our campuses

¸ Allow all Massachusetts high school graduates to 
pay in-state tuition

¸ Close the huge funding gap and bring more state 
dollars to our campuses

¸ Provide health insurance for adjunct faculty



Taking Action



Education, Advocacy, Actionéand 
long-term Vision!



MAKING PROGRESSé 
éMAKING A SPLASH

¸ 2008 ïPHENOM wins increase to MassGrant

¸ 2009 ïPHENOM complaint to Obama administration 
gains $50 million for higher ed from federal stimulus 
funds

¸ 2010 ïPHENOM walks across

the state 

¸ 2011 ïPHENOM helps launch Legislative Higher Ed 
Caucus



Key Words 

¸UNITE -- all our constituencies from all our 

campuses

¸GRASSROOTSïbuilding a movement 

that politicians will have to listen to

¸BOLDïin our vision and our actions

¸CONNECTIONS access---cost---quality---

---funding---democracy---equity---revenues



You can do it on yourcampus!


